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James Hillhouse High School
● Sherman Parkway, New Haven
● Established in 1869
● Oldest high school in New 

Haven with a storied and 
prestigious history, hence the 
name the ‘Academics’

● 1,139 students currently 
enrolled.

● 94.7% Minority enrollment
● Chronic absenteeism has been 

a serious problem since the 
abandonment of an absence 
policy.



● According to a March 29, 2023, 
article, Why School Absences Have 
Exploded Almost Everywhere, from 
the New York Times, “The share of 
U.S. students who are chronically 
absent has spiked since the 
pandemic.”  

● The pandemic changed families’ lives 
and the culture of education:  “Our 
relationship with school became 
optional.” 

**Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 
10 percent or more of a school year.

Mervosh, S., & Paris, F. (2024, March 29). Why school 
absences have “Exploded” almost everywhere. The New 
York Times. Retrieved from www.nytimes.com. 



‘Absence’ Definitions as Defined by EdSight

 A student is in attendance if they 
spend at least half the day 
participating in school activities.

 A student is chronically absent if 
they are absent for any reason for 
10% or more school days.

 A student is truant if they have 
four unexcused absences in a 
month or ten unexcused absences 
in a school year.
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Why are Students Missing School?



Recent Special Education Students with Chronic 
Absenteeism Reasons for Missing School

• 16- year-old male.

• 9th grade due to credits.

• Went to visit family in the 
Dominican Republic the week 
before Christmas and did not 
return until the end of March.

• Failed 3rd Marking Period 
(0%).

• 17-year old female.
• 10th grade due to 

credits.
• Rarely attends school 

because she is working.

• Passed 3rd Marking 
Period (D-range).



The Effects of Missing School on Special Education 
Students
“The negative 
consequences of missing 
school are well 
documented for general 
education students — and 
are especially detrimental 
to students with special 
needs” (Gonen, 2023)

 Special education students who are 
chronically absent aren’t receiving 
the modifications and 
accommodations they need in order 
to complete assignments to the best 
of their ability.

 Many students report that they can 
just ‘make up the work’ and do not 
have to be present in class, however, 
they are missing essential 
instruction.

 IEP goals cannot be met if the 
student is not present in school.



What Needs to Change:

❖ Students see value in school.
❖ Students are engaged in school.
❖ Students have at least one adult who they can confide in 

within the school setting.
❖ Students have what their home needs met in order to get to 

school.
❖ Students have reliable transportation to and from school.
❖ Students have the resources they need in order to succeed.

****This list was brainstormed via 4 members the Academic 
Leadership Team with guidance from Data Wise Project 
with Harvard Graduate School of Education.



So, Now What…..

● We termed the students who are chronically absent as 
disengaged.

● We developed a survey for students to take to 
determine the most significant reason(s) for their 
chronic absenteeism/disengagement with school.

● Hillhouse Student Engagement Survey
● We felt the areas covered in the survey would elicit their 

level of engagement with school.
● Piloting will be during Language Arts classes, as all 

students, even seniors are enrolled.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQYO_Q4YMDcS6ya1aWKC-8Zh-nduIOiK9vGOMEsMHfwIw3Og/viewform?usp=sf_link


Then…..
● The data will be analyzed for 

statistically significant answers.
● Focus groups will be created to 

discuss strategies to tackle 
strategies to combat the areas 
that are affecting student 
disengagement/chronic 
absenteeism.

● My role will be to focus on the 
‘disengagement/chronic 
absenteeism’ of special education 
students or 504 students.



 Right now, 
there are more 
questions than 
answers.

 Baseline data 
is the goal.
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