
The CT State Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education  
and  

The University of Connecticut Center for Excellence  
in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) 

CONNECTICUT ASPIRING LEADERS ACADEMY 2026-2027 
 

The goal of this academy is to develop leaders who will provide innovative and sustained 
leadership to the CT Special Education system under IDEA. The academy will focus on 
competencies listed below, illustrated by state and national speakers, learning activities, and a 
capstone project. Participants will also benefit from both expert and peer mentoring opportunities. 
 

Competency Areas 
• Leading Self 

• Implementation of Policies, 
Laws and Regulations 

• Leading With Others  

• Managing Operations and 
Resources 

• Leading Learning 

• Leading Results 

• Leading Change  

 

If interested, please attend a mandatory informational Zoom meeting to be held on  
Monday, April 27th from 5:00-6:00pm or 7:00-8:00pm.  

The session will provide an overview of the academy’s schedule, key dates, and application 
requirements. Click below to register and receive a Zoom link. The application will be available 

after the information sessions. 
 
 

 

 
 

The academy is at no cost and includes a total of 93 hours beginning in September 2026. Classes 
will meet biweekly via Zoom (6-8 hours per month), followed by an in-person, full-day Saturday 
class the following month. This schedule will alternate all year. In addition, participants will be 
expected to complete asynchronous online activities requiring up to 15 hours of engagement.  
Selected participants are required to attend a two-day in-person orientation at the Avon Old 

Farms Hotel from July 14-15, 2026, which includes an overnight stay.  
Participation in all meetings is mandatory. 

 

For more information, please contact Paula DeMichiel at: demichiel@uchc.edu  

 

UConn Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities Education, Research, and Service 

270 Farmington Avenue, Suite 181 
Farmington, CT 06030-6222 

Telephone: 860-679-1500 ~ Toll-Free: 866-623-1315  

WWW.UCONNUCEDD.ORG 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer. 

 

https://uconn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0He4YUSWGsr4Oy2

